COAL SITUATION IN BEHAR
clarification of Government standpoint, they clearly said that the
interpretation given by the owners was right.
2.    In some ,(e.g.s Dhariajoba and I. N. Chand)   no cash
bonus is paid if the worker works less than 4 days in the week,
although he is entitled to receive at least As. 2 per day for each
day of attendance.
3.    In some even As. 2 is not paid if the worker happens to
live outside the * dhowrah' for lack of accommodation.
DISEASES
The Mining Settlements have become hot-beds of diseases
as a result of two years of chronic food crisis and the devitalise*
tions following in its wake coupled with the unhealthy conditions
of living in the * dhowrahs?.
Last year malaria assumed an alarming shape in Jharia. The
Central Government deputed Lt-Col. Covells Director of the All-
India Malaria Institute, and Major Fletcher, Deputy Director of
Malariology, Eastern Command, for organising a drive against
malaria in the Jharia coalfields. This year also the disease is
now raging on a fairly wide scale. The reason is the accumu-
lation of stagnant water in innumerable hollows as a result of the
pumping out of water from pits as well as the monsoon rains.
Almost every colliery gets its quota of Quinine powder from the
Government but the major portion of it goes off to the black-
market,                                                                          ,
In Giridih also malaria and remittent fever are fairly wide-
spread. During the last summer months the incidence of sick-
ness among open-quarry workers shot up by almost 50% owing
to extremely unhealthy working conditions.
Dysentery and diarrhoea have broken out in an epidemic
form hi the Jharia belt owing to the very bad quality of food-
grains supplied to the workers. It is estimated by local Trade
Union officials that the incidence of sickness on this account has
increased by at least 100% over last year's leveL The serious-
ness of the prevailing situation was taken note of at a meeting
of the leaders of different parties of Dhanbad sub^dwisioaEi irfaich
was held at Jharia on the 28th August last. One of the resolu-
tions passed at this meeting ran as follows : ** This meeting views
with great alarm, the widespread incidence of diarrhoea and dy-
sentery all over the coalfield and the outbreak of cholera, malaria
and typhoid in some places and is of opinion that the insanitary